BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS MEETING HELD: April 2, 2013
LOCATION: Public Works Service Building, 84 Somers Road, East Longmeadow, MA 01028
ATTENDANCE: J. Maybury D. Burack T. Wilson D. Gromaski J. Collins
Present:
X
X
X
X
Absent:
X
Also attending were Bruce Fenney, Building Facilities Manager.

S. Kelley
X

S. Tancrati

X

The Chairman, John Maybury, asked if anyone (beside ELCAT) was recording the meeting.
The answer was no.
Mr. Maybury called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.


REVIEW MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF MARCH 19, 2013: The Board reviewed
the minutes of the meeting of March 19, 2013. Mr. Burack made a motion to accept the
minutes as presented. Mr. Wilson seconded the motion and the vote was unanimous
affirmative.
Meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Roberge, 14 Rockingham Circle: Mr. Gromaski informed
the Board that Mrs. Roberge called the D.P.W. office at 3:00 p.m. to postpone her
appointment as her husband was working late. The Board agreed to meet with the
Roberges at a future meeting.
Letter from the East Longmeadow Jaycees, re: Annual Fishing Derby: Mr. Gromaski
presented to the Board a letter from the East Longmeadow Jaycees requesting the use of the
pond at Heritage Park for their annual children’s fishing derby which has been scheduled
for Saturday, April 20, 2013. The letter also requested that the pond be closed to fishing
from 9:00 a.m. on April 18, 2013 until their derby was finished. Mr. Burack then made a
motion to approve the use of Heritage Park Pond for the Jaycees Annual Fishing
Derby on April 20, 2013, and was seconded by Mr. Wilson. The vote was unanimous
affirmative.
Sidewalk Construction Discussion: Mr. Gromaski presented to the Board a copy of the
most recent Sidewalk Map for examination. He explained that the current sidewalk budget
contains about $70,000 and was hopeful that the FY14 capital budget would be passed at
Town Meeting as that budget contained an additional $75,000.00. He stated that he wanted
to commence on sidewalk construction in late spring using the existing funds available.
Mr. Wilson commented that the sidewalks near Heritage Plaza on North Main Street
needed some repair work, and Mr. Gromaski explained that the repair work would be
completed using existing operating funds (if available), and that he was looking for
direction as to where the Board wanted new sidewalks installed. Mr. Burack mentioned
that the last time we added sidewalks it was on Porter Road and that we should continue to
install school-centric sidewalks. Mr. Wilson requested more time to look over the current
map as he was still new to the Board and wanted to make an educated decision. Mr.
Gromaski then suggested that sidewalks be installed on Parker Street from Meadowbrook
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School to Marci Lane. Mr. Maybury stated that we might consider going even further to
pick up the Fernglen Road neighborhood. He also stated that we should consider
discussing possible sidewalk locations with both the police department and the school
department. The Board agreed to take the matter under advisement and discuss it further at
the next meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS: Mr. Gromaski informed the Board that they would have to discuss
our rates and fees schedule in the near future and set a public hearing date. He stated that
since the proposed capital budget included the purchase of trucks (to be paid for from water
and sewer funds versus taxation), a rate increase in water and sewer fees would be a
necessity. The Board agreed and asked Mr. Gromaski to prepare several scenarios of rate
changes for the next meeting. Mr. Burack commented that this was really the first time that
vehicles would be purchased directly from water and sewer funds and not taxation as was
previously done and wanted the public to be aware of that.
Mr. Gromaski informed the Board that there was only one article sponsored by the Board
of Public Works on the Town Meet Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting and it was the
“housekeeping” article on Chapter 90 funds. After a brief discussion, Mr. Wilson agreed to
present the article at the meeting.
Mr. Gromaski told the Board that over one hundred applications were received for the open
office position and that Ms. Tancrati was currently interviewing applicants. He said that he
would have a list of the final candidates for the Board’s review at the next meeting.
Mr. Fenney informed the Board that the bid opening for the Pine Knoll Pool was held on
March 25, 2013, and that the only bid was received. It was from RAC Builders for
$735,300.00. He further explained that the budget was only for $415,000.00 giving a
$320,300.00 shortfall. Mr. Burack questioned the large difference between budgeted funds
and the bid amount. Mr. Feeney responded that the prior estimate was based upon a quote
given by a pool company who did not even bid on the project. He then explained that the
Recreation Department would be pursuing additional funding in the future. Mr. Fenney
then told the Board that he would be completing “regular” maintenance so that the existing
pool would be able to be used this coming summer.
Mr. Fenney then reported to the Board on the activities of the Municipal Space Study being
completed by Reinhardt Associates. He said that several draft plans were presented and
that they would be doing further research into moving the IT Department into the old Fire
Station on Shaker Road. Simple estimates were given of $164,862 for upgrades to the old
Fire Station to allow for the move. Mr. Burack commented that one suggestion the Study
made was to put a single story addition easterly of the Selectmen’s wing allowing for
additional office and storage space and was an interesting concept which should be further
looked into.
SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING: The next Board Meeting was scheduled for
Wednesday, April 17, 2013 at 5:00 PM at the Service Building, 84 Somers Road, East
Longmeadow.
Mr. Burack made a motion to adjourn the Board of Public Works Meeting at 5:25
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PM and was seconded by Mr. Wilson. The vote was unanimous affirmative.
Respectfully submitted by: Sean P. Kelley, Senior Project Manager

3

