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Town Council Minutes
January 22, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.
Council on Aging Auditorium, 328 North Main Street
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 01028
Present: President Kathleen Hill, Vice President Michael Kane, Donald Anderson, Paul Federici, Joseph
Ford, Kevin Manley, Thomas O’Connor (left meeting at 7:25 p.m.), Town Manager Denise Menard, and
Clerk of the Council Thomas Florence.
President Hill opened the meeting at 6:02 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a Moment of
Silence. Announcements were made in accordance with Mass General Law, and it was noted that ELCAT
was taping the meeting.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilor Ford said a resident called him to ask questions about assessments and their relation to the
increase in real estate taxes. He said he had a nice conversation with her and followed up with the Director
of Assessing Diane Bishop, who offered to speak with the resident. Councilor Ford found that a lot of
factors go into the assessment of homes. Some residents received real estate tax increases, some stayed the
same, and none went down. He has asked Ms. Bishop to come to a future Council meeting to give some
background on assessing and educate the Council and the residents on the assessment process.
Vice President Kane said he met with Ms. Bishop on the same topic and learned quite a bit about
assessments. He looks forward to her coming to a future meeting to educate the community.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT
Town Manager Denise Menard read the Town Manager report as shown in Attachment A.
ACT ON MINUTES AND MOTIONS OF OPEN SESSION MEETING OF JANUARY 8, 2019
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the Open Session Meeting minutes of January 8,
2019. Councilor Ford seconded and President Hill and Councilor O’Connor abstained. All were in favor
and the motion passed.
ACT ON MINUTES AND MOTIONS OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING OF JANUARY 8,
2019
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion to approve the Executive Session Meeting minutes of January
8, 2019. Councilor Anderson seconded and President Hill and Councilor O’Connor abstained. All were in
favor and the motion passed.
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COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
President Hill said the Council received a letter from Bob Hill of 31 Oak Brook Drive elaborating on
his feeling about the proposed definition of commercial vehicles. She said the Council can address
this matter later in the meeting when the public hearing takes place.

LICENSING MATTERS
One Day Liquor License for St. Paul the Apostle Church, February 3, 2019
The applicant for this license cancelled the event; therefore, no action was taken.
One Day Liquor License for St. Paul the Apostle Church, February 17, 2019
Motion: Vice President Kane made a motion to approve the one day liquor license for St. Paul the
Apostle Church for February 17, 2019, from 4:00-10:00 p.m. for a fundraising event with a one man
band. Councilor Ford seconded and all were in favor.
Licensing Committee’s Recommendation to Town Council regarding BYOB policy
President Hill said the Licensing Committee met to discuss whether or not to have a BYOB policy.
The Committee reviewed a packet of information prepared by the Clerk’s Office that had BYOB
policies of surrounding communities.
After discussion, the Committee agreed that their
recommendation was that there be a policy that says East Longmeadow does not allow BYOB.
Therefore, there needs to be a bylaw that says you cannot bring an alcoholic beverage to any
establishment that is not licensed by the ABCC. President Hill said they would refer this to the Bylaw
Committee.
Motion: Councilor O’Connor made a motion to recommend to the Bylaw Committee a drafting of a
BYOB policy to bring back to the Town Council for approval. Councilor Ford seconded.
Councilor Federici said from what he understood there are two establishments that currently have a
BYOB policy, and one of them has been in business for a number of years. He asked if the Committee
has taken this into consideration, and that the BYOB policy is an integral part of one of the businesses.
The Town has allowed them to operate as such for a number of years.
President Hill responded that the Committee did acknowledge this, and during the public hearing for
the approval of the BYOB bylaw, the Council will make every attempt to inform those businesses that
they should attend. She said that for those events at which businesses feel BYOB is important, they
could apply for a one day liquor license. President Hill added that there seems to be a growing trend
for customers of nail salons and day spas to bring champagne or other alcoholic beverages to events
such as a bridal party gathering. Right now the Town does not have a BYOB bylaw and the ABCC is
deliberately silent on it. However, the Council does acknowledge in the absence of a policy, if
something goes awry it is the Town’s responsibility, which is what provoked this discussion.
Vice President Kane said that vendors in Town that are licensed felt such a policy (no BYOB) would
put them on a level playing field.
All Councilors were in favor of the motion and it passed.
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FINANCIAL MATTERS
Discussion of FY20 Budget Process
Ms. Menard said she would like to know what the Council would like for deadlines to receive the
proposed budget. She also said she has asked President Hill if the Council would consider budget
workshop meetings, rather than budget discussions at regular Council meetings. Ms. Menard
suggested the budget workshop meetings be held every other Tuesday (in between regular Council
meetings). She feels this would be a smoother process and she has done this in the past. It would
take away from the Council’s day to day business, and would devote more time to the budget. Ms.
Menard feels they could accomplish this in two or three meetings.
Councilor O’Connor asked how would the Town Council’s Financial Matters Committee play into that
process. President Hill also inquired what the role would be of the members of the Financial Matters
Committee in a proposal such as Ms. Menard’s. Last year there was a Budget Committee, and they
met and invited department heads to go over the budget line by line. Councilor Manley commented
that the line by line review was done after the initial budget presentation.
Ms. Menard said the Council seems to want more detail before her recommendation, and the way to do
that would be to have workshops. Councilor Manley agreed that the workshops are good and a Budget
Committee is more for after the budget is proposed for fine tuning. President Hill said she feels there
is a place for both budget workshops and the Financial Matters Committee and asked if the Council
wanted to consider budget workshop meetings. The Council all agreed that they would like the budget
workshop meetings, as suggested by Ms. Menard.
OLD BUSINESS
Stormwater Enterprise Fund endorsement from Town Council
DPW Superintendent Bruce Fenney addressed the Council, with DPW Deputy Superintendent Tom
Christensen and Finance Director Sara Menard. Mr. Fenney said he would like to get a
recommendation from the Council on how to proceed with a vehicle to fund the stormwater
requirements for FY20. He had presented this subject to the Council previously, and met with the
Bylaw Committee to figure out how to proceed when preparing his budget.
Councilor O’Connor said at the Bylaw Committee’s first meeting, they realized they needed Messrs.
Fenney and Christensen present. He said the Committee discussed, in moving forward with the
stormwater state mandate, a budget be created that can be included in the Town’s budget so the cost
can be controlled. Councilor O’Connor said the Committee’s recommendation, which was voted on,
was to have them move forward and make the cost part of the DPW’s operational budget.
Ms. S. Menard said she would recommend doing an enterprise fund for stormwater, similar to water
and sewer. If this is included in the operational budget the revenues can be used for other purposes,
like salaries, or funds for another department. Ms. S. Menard said if you want it self-contained, then
the enterprise fund is the best vehicle to do that to make sure the money collected is only spent for that
purpose. She added that some neighboring communities, including Longmeadow, do stormwater
enterprise funds.
Councilor Anderson asked if the cost to the resident can be anticipated for the stormwater mandate
funding. Mr. Fenney said it would be $25 per year for each residence, and the fees can be revisited on
a yearly basis, similar to water and sewer. Ms. S. Menard said, if five years from now the state
mandates a major capital item is needed, the stormwater enterprise fund would pay for that.
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Councilor Ford asked what the cost would be each year for businesses. Mr. Fenney replied that
commercial properties are based on land use codes, and the user fees are between $100 and $500 for
the various commercial properties. Councilor Ford commented that was a pretty significant amount of
money per year. Mr. Fenney said he had meetings with the Director of Assessing Diane Bishop and
the fees would equal $270,195 per year to be in compliance with the mandate.
Councilor O’Connor had three concerns, one of which was that the additional fee to the taxpayers can
change from year to year. Secondly, creating a new enterprise fund in Town is a significant thing. His
third concern is that a new bylaw has to be created and he is totally against that. He wants to make the
funding part of the operational budget.
Councilor Manley said if it is made part of the operational budget is doesn’t change the fact that the
fee can change. Mr. Fenney added that there is no fee if it is part of the operational budget; it would
be a small part of the highway budget. President Hill said if Mr. Fenney needs $279K a year, at
minimum, the reality is when the DPW budget comes to the Council, the Council will be compelled to
figure out a way to include that amount in the general budget. Councilor Ford said if the Town
doesn’t get the $25 fee, the budget will increase and the mill rate will go up.
President Hill wanted to inform residents about the MS4 mandate that is being discussed, which needs
to be funded. It deals with how towns and municipalities handle runoff water, and how that water has
to be managed so it doesn’t pollute the earth. President Hill said she doesn’t anticipate the state
getting more lenient on this, and it’s already an unfunded mandate. Therefore, there is the potential
that with more stringent guidelines, more funds will be required. If the funding is embedded in the
DPW’s budget, that budget could expand.
Ms. S. Menard said an enterprise fund is supposed to include everything. For instance, if Mr. Fenney
had to hire a new employee, that money would come out of the enterprise fund. She added that once
the enterprise is adopted, it can be undone after it’s tried out for three years. Ms. S. Menard felt that
an enterprise fund and assessing fee is a more fair way to deal with an unfunded mandate.
Councilor Manley said a stormwater enterprise fund would have more transparency and they would
know exactly where the money is coming from. Vice President Kane asked if they knew how much
money would be collected in the first year, and Mr. Fenney responded $289,075. Vice President Kane
then asked if the years would be the same in the second year, and Mr. Fenney said the fees would be
revisited annually and there would be an increase or decrease based on needs.
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion to return the proposal for the Stormwater Enterprise Fund
back to the Bylaw Committee to draft a bylaw for a stormwater enterprise fund for the Council’s
review. Councilor Ford seconded and the motion was approved, 6 aye, 1 nay.
Ms. D. Menard wanted to stress to the Council that time was of the essence relative to budget
planning.
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion to move the Public Hearings to the present and return to
the agenda’s order after the Public Hearings. Councilor Anderson seconded and all were in favor.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS
Citizen’s Petition
President Hill opened the public hearing at 6:45 p.m. and introduced the Council. She then read the
protocol for public hearings into the record, and Clerk of the Council Tom Florence read the legal
notice into the record.
President Hill said, per the Charter, during public hearings speakers are invited to the front of the room
to address the Council, and they have a three minute limit to speak. If there is an inordinate amount of
speakers, the Council can, by majority vote, reduce the amount of time they are allowed to talk.
President Hill then invited the filer of the petition, Jeffrey Bosworth, to present to the Council his
petition. The petition requests that the Town Manager not receive a salary increase and the Town
Manager’s contract not be renewed.
Jeff Bosworth, of 45 Knollwood Drive, addressed the Council and said he presented his voter initiated
petition to the Council at their December 11, 2018 meeting. The petition was read into the record and
filed. Mr. Bosworth said the petition stands for itself. He said over 100 voters signed the petition and
it stands on its own merit. Mr. Bosworth is requesting that the Council vote on what the residents and
voters of this Town want.
Karen Robitaille, 14 Westernview Drive, approached the Council, and thanked them for the
opportunity to address them. As a lifelong East Longmeadow resident and Board of Health member,
she is a believer of Evidence-Based Practice. Ms. Robitaille said her experience with Town Manager
Denise Menard has shown that Ms. Menard has been nothing but responsive, articulate and respectful.
She added that the Charter was voted on by the Town by a record turnout, which logically tells her that
the residents are ready for a new form of government. The Charter created the Town Council and the
Town Manager roles, each with their own duties. Ms. Robitaille said this is the balance of power that
the Town voted for, and added that the Town Manager does not have limitless power. The
performance evaluation that was done six months after the last evaluation was done to get the
evaluations back on the required timeline. It was not done because of performance. The average
rating of the first evaluation was 4.28, and the second one was 3.382. It is very common to have
variances year to year. Ms. Robitaille feels that Ms. Menard has narrative skills with the department
heads, and manages the Town within the constraints of the budget. She added that 101 voters signed
the petition, which represents .62% of the current voting population. That requires a public hearing,
but no way represents the entire community.
Bruce Moore, 76 Birchland Avenue, addressed the Council and said a while ago it was brought to the
attention of the Town Manager that there was a situation on the Historical Commission and multiple
infractions happening. Mr. Moore said with the Town Manager’s help, and two councilors, the
situation has been alleviated and there is now a functional Historical Commission. He said that there
was an abusive situation at the museum building at 87 Maple Street which has also been alleviated.
There is now great harmony with the Historical Commission, which should have been there all along.
Mr. Moore said there is no one alive that can satisfy everyone all the time, and there will be
disgruntled people. He is grateful to what the Town Manager and Town Council have done.
George Kingston, 66 Rural Lane, said he was the Planning Board Chair, and Planning was brought up
in the petition. Mr. Kingston said Ms. Menard helped keep the Planning Board alive and functioning
where there was no permanent director. She has been very supportive and helped the Planning Board
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work through that time. There has been a director hired who has brought a new level of
professionalism to the Town and that director is doing a great job bringing the Planning Board
forward. Mr. Kingston added that Planning is now asking people to present plans to meet the
standards necessary to get the records straight. He said the Planning Department is functioning better
that it has in the ten years of his tenure on the Planning Board.
Carolyn Brennan of 1 Miles Morgan Court in Wilbraham approached the Council. President Hill said
in discussions with Town Attorney Kevin Maynard, it was agreed that a non-resident was allowed to
speak in such a public hearing in order to retain transparency and civility. Ms. Brennan, Executive
Director of the Council on Aging, wanted to make clear that it was a civic responsibility to circulate a
petition, and everyone that signs should clearly understand the petition. She said petitions are very
serious and when it is signed by a voter that doesn’t understand what they’re signing it contaminates
the process.
Ms. Brennan said that on the bottom of the petition, but not on the bottom of each signature page, it
states: “*By signing this petition I acknowledge that I have read the justification statement attached
and agree with the contents.” What concerns her most is that those who signed the petition were never
shown that piece of paper, and signed based on what was told them by the petitioner. As Executive
Director of the Council on Aging, one of her responsibilities is to educate the older adults, and in the
future she is asking the public to be mindful when asking residents to sign petitions. This can only be
done by ensuring that the voters understand the seriousness and validity of a petition.
Susan Grimaldi, 48 Millbrook Drive, addressed the Council and said she worked with Ms. Menard
when she needed a permit for the Rotary concert series permit. There were issues, but Ms. Grimaldi
was directed to each area of the Town which was needed for the permitt, and was educated by the
Health Department. Ms. Grimaldi said she has seen Ms. Menard at all the different town events. She
said Ms. Menard doesn’t put you off; she puts you in contact with the appropriate party. Ms. Grimaldi
added that she received a call from two Town councilors that were involved in the permit process to
follow up on the status of the permit for the concert series. She said the Town wanted change, and she
has never seen a harder working individual than Ms. Menard. Ms. Grimaldi said that being Town
Manager is not an easy job, especially being the pioneer, and is very impressed by the skills Ms.
Mansard has presented. Her recommendation is that the Town Council considers giving her the raise
her performance level deserves.
The public hearing was closed at 7:04 p.m., and President Hill invited the Council to share any
comments. Councilor Federici said he is a believer in checks and balances. He heard there were 101
signatures, and there was duplication found, which left less than 100 signatures. Councilor Federici
said he saw the signature of a lifelong friend of his and called him to ask him about it. The person
who signed said he was outside Big Y and someone asked him if he wouldn’t mind signing the
petition and didn’t tell him what it was for. It’s Councilor Federici’s personal opinion that this wasn’t
the only case of this happening. He added that he agrees with everyone’s comments.
Councilor Ford said he had a similar experience with two people that signed the petition. One person
didn’t know what the petition was for, and the other asked who Ms. Menard was. Councilor Ford said
he was glad that a little time had passed to give him the opportunity to calm down. He feels there has
been damage done by this petition and has caused more harm to the Town than anything alleged.
Councilor Ford said they wouldn’t be talking about this if there were less than 100 signatures, and this
was a good lesson on how to proceed in the future. Councilor Ford felt it wasn’t a smart move to
tarnish someone’s reputation and alienate someone with less than one year left in their contract.
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Councilor Ford also pointed out there are two aspects of the Charter; the Town Manager’s role and
what the Town Council does. The majority of the Town voted on the Charter. Ms. Menard did not
give herself limited power. Councilor Ford said in making a transition of this magnitude, with a new
form of government and a new department, there are people that left the Town’s employment and are
disgruntled. However, he felt the general consensus is that the Town has made improvements, and
some of the negatives given are untrue. Councilor Ford said he sees Town employees at this meeting
to show their support and voice their opinions, including volunteers on Town boards showing their
support. He doesn’t think this option (petition) was called for, but he’s glad they are talking through
it. He asked that if someone puts forward a petition they should consider what that means to an
employee under contract. Councilor Ford said that Ms. Menard received an above average report by
the Council and she is deserving of it.
Councilor Manley said for his first two years as President of the Council he worked closely with Ms.
Menard and was in the Town Hall quite a bit. He agrees with Councilor Ford that change is difficult.
There is no validity of the complaint because of the presence of Town employees at this meeting
supporting Ms. Menard. Councilor Manley felt it was character assassination on paper because of
hearsay and rumor. The performance evaluations done for Ms. Menard were for the specific purpose
to have an aggregate average. The Council all had interactions with department heads and citizens in
preparing for their evaluations.
Councilor Manley added the Town wanted the Charter structure because change was needed, and it
hasn’t been easy. In his opinion, Ms. Menard deserves an adequate raise in accordance with the
performance evaluations. Her evaluation went down slightly, but not down to zero. Councilor
Manley said Ms. Menard is a dedicated employee, gives a lot to the Town, and does a lot that others
may not do. She deserves credit for what she does every day.
President Hill said she echoed the remarks already made, and the Charter was designed with a nine
member Charter Commission. It called for a strong Town Manager model and that’s exactly what the
voters voted on. She added that the Charter is a living document, and there are things noted over the
past two and a half years that bear review. The Charter requires that in 2020 the Council conduct a
review of the original document; therefore, another Charter Commission has to be created. In 2019,
President Hill will be looking for volunteers for that Commission for the special purpose of reviewing
the Charter and improving it. About five months ago President Hill discussed with Ms. Menard that
the Charter’s strong Town Manager model may be too strong. As a result, Ms. Menard may have
some recommendations on shifting some of the power from the Town Manager to the Town Council.
As employees in a workplace, your supervisor gives you a rating and you may not like it. In most
cases, a given rating may be a reflection of your work, and you move forward and may have to
improve it. The Council will do this with this Town Manager.
Councilor Ford said people who are power hungry and political minded don’t voluntarily give their
power away. Ms. Menard has stated on camera that regarding long and short term contracts she would
choose not to make those decisions on her own. Councilor Ford feels this is a character trait and that,
along with the other improvements made in Town, is a huge asset to East Longmeadow.
President Hill said the Council takes their position as elected officials very seriously, and they are
working on a daily basis. They attend public events, each of them is involved in Town Council
subcommittees, and they follow up on e-mails and phone calls. She feels that the behind the scenes
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work exceeds 80% of their roles as public officials. President Hill then said the Council will take the
matter of the petition under advisement and they will do their best to make the best decision.
Motion: Councilor Anderson made a motion to go back in order of the agenda. Councilor Ford
seconded and all were in favor.
Town Manager Compensation and Goals
President Hill said that given the previous remarks she just made regarding the Citizen’s Petition,
tonight was not the time to discuss compensation or goals for the Town Manager, since the Council is
taking the petition under advisement. She would recommend that this subject be tabled until the
Council’s next meeting on February 12, 2019.
Motion: Councilor Anderson made the motion to table the Town Manager Compensation and Goals
to the February 12, 2019 Council Meeting, and Councilor O’Connor seconded. The motion passed; 4
aye, 3 nay.
Proposed Zoning Bylaw Amendment Section 5.8 – Signs
President Hill opened the meeting at 7:26 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr. Florence
read the legal notice into the record. Councilor Kane read the synopsis of the proposed amendment, as
shown in Attachment B, into the record for the second reading.
George Kingston, Planning Board Chair, addressed the Council and said this amendment is a way of
streamlining the process to get signs approved. He said the Building Commissioner is the one who
will enforce this, so he should be the one to approve the signs. This currently takes a lot of time for
Planning, and delays the process for three or four weeks for someone to get a sign approved. Mr.
Kingston added that this amendment will be more customer friendly.
Constance Brawders, Director of Planning and Community Development, told the Council that she
wrote the proposal and is asking that the Council move forward so Planning can become more
streamlined and efficient for sign permits.
Ralph Page, 306 Prospect Street, approached the Council and said he agrees with the Planning Board
and this needs to be moved along. If someone doesn’t agree with the approval of a sign permit, they
can appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals. With the Building Commissioner approving the permit, a
resident will only know if they don’t agree with a sign after the sign goes up. Mr. Page wanted to
know if there was any way to rectify this.
Ms. Brawders said that Mr. Page’s point was well taken. The current Zoning Bylaws which Planning
is regulating give limitations on dimensions, material, height, etc. She said as they move forward and
update the Zoning Bylaws they will look at that and make any improvements. Mr. Kingston added
that the past Building Commissioner could be selective in his enforcements, and this is not an issue
with the current Building Commissioner.
The public hearing was closed and Councilor Anderson said further, for transparency, they should
reach out to the Building Department as to what signs are improved and post them on the website and
social media. This way the residents can see that the improvements have been done. Ms. Brawders
said she would take that under advisement with the Building Commissioner.
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Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion to approve the zoning bylaw amendment Section 5.8 –
Signs, as read into the minutes at the January 8, 2019 and January 22, 2019 Council meetings.
Councilor Ford seconded and all were in favor.
Proposed Zoning Bylaw Amendment Section VIII Definitions – Commercial Vehicles
President Hill opened the public hearing at 7:36 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. Councilor Manley read the bylaw into the record for the
second time, as shown on Attachment C.
Mr. Kingston addressed the Council and said there currently is no definition of a commercial vehicle
in the bylaws. The Planning Board refers to the dictionary and it says any commercial vehicle is
designed to be used in commerce, which includes every pick-up truck. He said they know that a lot of
people drive pick-up trucks for commercial use, and some have license plates for that. However, it is
not enforceable and you can’t knock on doors to question each person with a pick-up truck. Mr.
Kingston said most of the input the Planning Board has is that residents don’t like to see “rolling
billboards”, or trucks or cars that advertise businesses that are parked in residential zones. The
definition of a commercial vehicle is to give the Building Commissioner a definition that he could use
for enforcement.
Anthony Villamaino of 11 Brynmawr Drive said this was bizarre; a commercial vehicle is a
commercial vehicle. He said he was forced to sign up for the Small Business Administration, and it
costs him $5,000 for signs, and for a fence to screen his truck that says Tony Villamaino Painting. Mr.
Villamaino said what Planning is saying is all you have to do is look at the definition of commercial
vehicles to know if a person is a business owner or not. His truck is used for business but his policy
says it is also for personal use which is required from the insurance company. He would like more
clarity with this proposed bylaw.
Mr. Page addressed the Council and said what the bylaws say under Section VIII is that any words not
defined within the Zoning Bylaws shall have the meaning given in Merriam Webster’s Unabridged
Dictionary. Merriam Webster’s definition is specific: a vehicle which is designed for commercial
use. This doesn’t mean a vehicle that is used for commercial use; it is designed for commercial use.
Mr. Page said this would include any pick-up truck, or any van that is not used for hauling passengers.
The definition goes further in parentheses: (as the transportation of cargo other than passengers). A
school bus is not considered a commercial vehicle. He added that if you took that definition and put it
to use, anyone that parks a pick-up truck in their driveway would be in violation. Mr. Page said the
Planning Board is trying to say they are concerned with vehicles with signage, or ladders and tools on
it. He added that he is a small business owner in Town and he is in support of the bylaw amendment.
Mr. Page said the only other comment he has is he would suggest that the defintion start with
commercial vehicle and end with use. “Where appropriate the plural shall include the singular” is
already stated under Section VIII in the first paragraph and it doesn’t need to be repeated.
Robert Hill, 31 Oak Brook Drive, said he has a problem with the “commercial enhancement” section
of the proposed bylaw amendment. He said at a previous Council meeting it was described that a
commercial enhancement could be a tool box in the back of a pick-up truck. Mr. Hill said he knows
several people with tool boxes that don’t use them for commercial reasons. He feels the definition is
way too vague for anyone, including the Building Commissioner in order to enforce this.
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The public hearing was closed and President Hill asked for any comments from the Councilors.
Councilor Anderson said he thought the bylaw addresses Mr. Hill’s concern by saying it has to be
primarily in the conduct of business. He thinks that prevents the person who recreationally likes to
have their tools in the vehicle. Councilor Anderson then asked Ms. Brawders if she had any response
to Messrs. Page’s or Villamaino’s comments.
Ms. Brawders replied that in response to Mr. Page, the bylaw would include the comment about
plural/singular since you could say commercial vehicles. Regarding Mr. Villamaino’s comments, Ms.
Brawders said she would be happy to meet with him and discuss the definition and how it would apply
to him.
Councilor Manley said they are not changing the bylaw; you still have to screen your commercial
vehicle or garage it. Councilor Ford said they have been discussing this for several years. It was
something that was put in place, but not enforced. The Town is trying to get to a point where people
aren’t being targeted, and he understands this is confusing. He agreed with Councilor Manley that
they are not changing by bylaw; they are amending the existing bylaw so it can be enforced. Vice
President Kane said they are trying to protect residents that could spend $50K on a beautiful pick-up
truck and choose to register it with commercial plates, which is their right. Under this clarification,
the commercial plate isn’t defining the vehicle, which is being corrected.
Motion: Councilor Manley read the motion to approve the zoning bylaw amendment Section VIII
Definitions – Commercial Vehicles, as read into the minutes at the January 8, 2019 and January 22,
2019 Council meetings. Councilor Anderson moved the motion; Councilor Ford seconded and all
were in favor.
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion to enter Executive Session, and reconvene to Open
Session only for the purpose of adjournment. Councilor Ford seconded and a roll call vote was taken:
Councilor Federici – aye; Councilor Manley – aye; Councilor Anderson – aye; President Hill – aye;
Vice President Kane – aye; Councilor Ford – aye. The motion passed.
Motion: After reentering Open Session, Councilor Ford made a motion to adjourn at 9:02 p.m. Councilor
Federici seconded and all were in favor.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne R. Quaglietti
Assistant Town Clerk
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