CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 6:00 PM EST
Pleasant View Senior Center; Media Room

328 North Main Street, East Longmeadow, MA 01028

MEETING MINUTES

1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER

Chair Elizabeth Stoughton opened the meeting at 6:00 PM

2. CALL THEROLL

Present Elizabeth Stoughon, Chair
Jason Gumpert, Vice Chair
Thomas O'Brien, Clerk

Anthony Zampiceni
Megan Logan
Absent Will Arment
Staff Present Alex Grigorov, Planning & Conservation Coordinator

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. 12/10/2025 — Open Session Minutes

Clerk Thomas O’Brien motioned to approve the 12/10/2025 Open Session Minutes; Vice Chair
Jason Gumpert seconded. The motion carried by unanimous vote five (5) in favor, zero (0)
opposed and zero (0) abstentions.

4. PROJECT MONITORING
A. Wetlands Violation at 34 Pease Road

Vice Chair Jason Gumpert motioned to take Wetlands Violation at 34 Pease Road out of order;
Clerk Thomas O’Brien seconded. The motion carried by unanimous vote five (5) in favor, zero
(0) opposed and zero (0) abstentions.

Stoughton summarized past events beginning with a cease and desist letter issued to the residents of
34 Pease Road for clearing within a wetland or its buffer. A site visit was conducted with the attendance
of Stoughton, Zampiceni, and Grigorov where it was determined that the residents were clearing
hazards from the areas they walk. Grass clippings dumped from neighboring properties were also
noted within this area. Grigorov noted they have utilized the hazard tree policy for some trees within
the maintained lawn post cease and desist. Stoughton reaffirmed the need to a definitive pathway no
more than 30 inches wide where deadwood could be managed. Deadwood outside of this pathway
must be left.

5. NOTICE OF INTENT
A. NOI-2025-02: Notice of Intent at 391 North Main Street (Assessor’s Parcel ID 13-23-0) for the
dredging of Blackmon Pond to remove sediment as well as other park improvements subject to the
Wetlands Protection Act 310 CMR 10.00 and local wetland bylaws Chapter 424 Wetlands
Protection. Applicant: Town of East Longmeadow, 60 Center Square, East Longmeadow, MA
01028 Continued from 10/8/2025)

Kris Baker of Berkshire Design was in attendance for this application. Baker started by addressing both
DEP and staff comments and status of fulfillment for each. Beginning with DEP comments Baker noted
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that the hearing remained open until MEPA certification could be completed as recommended by DEP.
Baker explained that the project did not need to be submitted as a limited project due to meeting the
performance standards. Bathymetry data formatted as existing and proposed was within plans
however it was difficult to see. Revised plans show existing and proposed more clearly now. Bank
restoration is now on the slope with 1' of BVW clearly distinguished above spanning the 1600’
perimeter. O'Brien requested foundational information for the proposed piers. Baker noted the piers
would be wood on helical pilings. Stoughton requested that revised plans be submitted to show open
water and BVW being different colors to allow for more clear representation. DEP noted no illicit
discharge statement was included, Baker has since uploaded it and the Commission is nhow in receipt.
Operations and Maintenance plan was revised with more information on the raingarden and log books.

Baker moved forward to responses to staff comments. The exact square footage of BVW was clarified
to be 1600 square feet. Staff has recommended wetland monument markers which Baker noted had
not been added to revised plans. Stoughton reaffirmed that the Commission would like wetland
monuments added to plans. The Commission discussed further and agreed that wetlands monuments
every 50’ along the BVW perimeters, with an exception of the pond BVW would be acceptable. Baker
addressed a staff recommendation to add additional plantings as a stronger buffer where human
activity is close to resource areas. 15 additional plantings were added to the revised plans.

Gumpert asked for more information in regards to the erosion controls for the project. Grigorov noted
that the project details state that erosion controls will consist of a straw waddle and silt fence
combination.

O’Brien requested more information on the pond dredging. Baker explained that the pond will be
drained in sections, and the sediment will be extracted and placed in a staging area to dry before being
trucked away. Filters will be placed to endure sediment does not travel outside of the pond.

Gumpert requested more information on the fertilizer plan. With the playing fields being within buffer
zones and very close to the wetland in some locations, a specialized fertilizer plan should be
implemented for those sensitive areas. Stoughton reaffirmed a fertilizer plan should be included.

Grigorov listed the requests made by the Commission:

- Revise BVW and open water being the same color on plans.
- Wetlands monuments 50’ apart.

- Detailed fertilizer plan for the fields.

Denise Ginser asked about an approximate start date. Stoughton noted that no timing has yet been
proposed.

Vice Chair Jason Gumpert motioned to continue the public hearing to February 11, 2026;
Commissioner Anthony Zampiceni seconded. The motion carried by unanimous vote five (5)
in favor, zero (0) opposed and zero (0) abstentions.

6. PROJECT MONITORING
A. 383 Porter Road Restoration Plan

Grigorov noted they are not removing any plantings presently in the area and only adding more. The
Commission reviewed the plan and requested the residents notify of the start date as well as a post
planting inspection.

B. Wetlands Violation at 172 Fernwood Drive

The Commission reviewed photos of the violation. Stoughton noted the tractor on town property and
in resource area has been moved away. Grigorov noted brush dumping, trails, and a hunting stand
on town property. Zampiceni noted in would be a good idea to place a no hunting sign at the main
entrance for the trails. Grigorov noted that one of the projects working in the background is to develop
more trails in town. Added signage would be part of this process. The Commission agreed that the
trail leading to 172 Fernwood drive must be closed by dragging the brush dumped on town property

Conservation Commission Minutes - January 14, 2026 Page 2 of 3



over the trail to prevent further encroachment. The DPW will remove the hunting stand if it has not
already been removed.

Stoughton noted it would be ideal for some educational information on wetlands and its regulations to
be posted. Grigorov noted that last year he had made an educational pamphlet on the subject which
he now provides to those living in applicable areas. This pamphlet could also be uploaded to the
website.

7. OTHER BUSINESS
A. Planning and Community Development Department Staff Report

Grigorov noted 0 Prospect Street will be returning at our January 28 meeting.

8. ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Anthony Zampiceni motioned to adjourn the January 14, 2026 meeting at 6:58
PM; Vice Chair Jason Gumpert seconded. The motion carried by unanimous vote five (5) in
favor, zero (0) opposed and zero (0) abstentions.

Attachments:
A- Revised Plans for Heritage Park 391 North Main Street
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Berkshire
Design
Group

January 28, 2025

Il

East Longmeadow Conservation Commission
60 Center Square
East Longmeadow, MA 01028

Re: NOTICE OF INTENT PERMIT APPLICATION — RESPONSE TO COMMENTS FILE No. 150-0476
Heritage Park, 391 North Main Street and Gates Avenue, East Longmeadow, MA 01028
Assessors map and block number: 13-23, 12B-23, 12B-61-203

Dear Commission Members,

The following items are responses to comments received following the Conservation Commission Hearing on
January 14, 2026.

1. Plans should use different colors for the BYW and open water.

Revised Existing Conditions Sheets LC-000, LC-001, LC-002, and LC-003 are enclosed with the BYW
depicted as a green shading and the LUWW depicted as a blue shading. The callouts to these areas
have also been revised to label the type of wetland resource area for clarity.

2. Permanent Wetland markers should be installed no more than 50 feet apart along Wetland
boundaries to prevent future encroachment or dumping of lawn clippings/leafy debris.

Sheet LC-111, LC-112, and LC-113 have been revised to include wetland markers in areas where
proposed improvements are planned less than 100 feet away from Bordering Vegetated Wetland
areas. The wetland markers are proposed to be 6” by 6” wooden posts with wetland signage, as
shown on the revised Sheet LC-506, Detail 8. The markers are placed at intervals of 50 feet. There are
a total of 80 markers proposed.

We appreciate your time in reviewing this application and please don’t hesitate to contact me with any
follow-up questions.
Sincerely,

Kris Baker
Berkshire De5|gn Group

Enclosures:
Revised Sheets LC-000, LC-001, LC-002, LC-003, LC-111, LC-112, LC-113 and LC-506
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