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MINUTES
Town Council Minutes
June 11, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.
Council on Aging Media Room, 328 North Main Street
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 01028
Present: President Kathleen Hill, Vice President Michael Kane, Donald Anderson, Paul Federici, Kevin
Manley, Thomas O’Connor, Town Manager Denise Menard, and Clerk of the Council Thomas Florence.
President Hill opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a Moment of
Silence. Announcements were made in accordance with Mass General Law, and it was noted that ELCAT
was taping the meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Gold Award Citation for Caitlin Tedeschi
President Hill introduced Caitlin Tedeschi and asked her if she’d like to elaborate on how she earned
the Gold Award. Dana Carnegie, representing the Girl Scouts of Central and Western Massachusetts,
addressed the Council and said the Girl Scouts are a member organization and volunteers are a huge
part of their association. The main focus of the girl scouts is leadership and the pinnacle of the girl
scouts experience is the Gold Award. The Gold Award is very prestigious and very difficult to earn.
It represents what a girl is passionate about, and is about giving back to the community.

Ms. Tedeschi said she chose the stigma of mental illness as her focus for the Gold Award. She said
the older she gets the more she realizes what a huge problem this is, and she found for individuals in
grades six through twelve, there weren’t a lot of educational resources available. Ms. Tedeschi
designed pamphlets entitled “Mental Health Stigma”, which she distributed, and also created various
videos that she posted on her You Tube channel.
President Hill agreed that mental health stigma is a serious issue, and deserves the attention Ms.
Tedeschi has given it. With that said, President Hill awarded Ms. Tedeschi a citation on behalf of the
Council acknowledging her hard work and dedication in achieving the Gold Award.
Announcement of Grand Marshal for 4th of July Parade
IT Director Ryan Quimby and Carl Ohlin appeared before the Council and thanked them for giving
them the opportunity to announce the parade’s grand marshal. Mr. Ohlin said the change of
government to Town Council has given them the opportunity of announcing the grand marshal prior to
the parade. In the past the grand marshal was unknown until the day of the parade. Mr. Ohlin said
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there is a committee made up of past grand marshals and it is this committee that chooses the grand
marshal each year.
The criteria considered to be chosen as grand marshal includes the individual has to have served on a
Town committee, has to be a visible citizen in the community, and has overall contributed to
improving the quality of life in East Longmeadow. Mr. Ohlin said this is the twenty-first year they
have presented the grand marshal, and went on name all the past grand marshals.
Mr. Quimby announced that this year’s grand marshal is John Maybury. Mr. Maybury is a graduate of
East Longmeadow High School and went on to graduate from Western New England College. He has
owned Maybury Material Handling since 1976, and is President of the Jaycees. He is also a member
of the Safety Council of Western Massachusetts and the Board of Trustees of Baystate Health System,
in addition to a number of other affiliations. Mr. Quimby then introduced Mr. Maybury and presented
him with a plaque. Mr. Maybury thanked Messrs. Quimby and Ohlin and said he is very proud of East
Longmeadow and has lived in Town for over sixty years. He said he feels the Town Council is doing
a great job, and very much appreciates the honor of being named grand marshal of the 2019 Fourth of
July parade.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT
Town Manager Denise Menard read her report as shown in Attachment A.
ACT ON MINUTES AND MOTIONS OF OPEN SESSION MEETING OF MAY 21, 2019
Motion: Councilor Anderson made a motion to approve the minutes of the Open Session Meeting of May
21, 2019. Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
ACT ON MINUTES AND MOTIONS OF OPEN SESSION MEETING OF MAY 28, 2019
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the minutes of the Open Session Meeting of May
28, 2019. Councilor Manley seconded and all were in favor, with Councilor O’Connor abstaining.
COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Town Clerk/Clerk of the Council Tom Florence gave a recap of the recent Annual Town Election on June
4. Mr. Florence said there was a light turnout, and even though he would like to see more people at the
polls, there were no questions on the ballot and no real races. John Harding did have a write-in campaign
and received 226 votes, which is a good showing for a write-in campaign. This election was a prelude to
next year when there could be potentially five elections: the Presidential primary on March 3; a possible
local preliminary election of April 28; the local annual election on June 2; the state primary on September
10; and the Presidential election on November 3. The local election will probably have ballot questions
since the Charter calls for a review for any amendments on any year ending with a “0”. Mr. Florence
added that it looks as though there will be early voting for the Presidential primary and the Presidential
elections.
Motion: President hill made a motion to go out of the order of the Agenda to come back to the scheduled
public hearing at the appropriate time. Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
LICENSING MATTERS
One Day Liquor License for Masonic Temple for baby shower on June 23, 2019
President Hill announced that the Building Commissioner has been out of the office and has yet to sign
off on this license. She is presuming that this will not be an issue and that the Masonic Temple is
always in good order.
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Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the one day liquor license for the Masonic
Temple for a baby shower on June 23, 2019, conditional upon the Building Commissioner’s approval.
Councilor Anderson seconded and all were in favor.
FINANCIAL MATTERS
President Hill announced that even though the FY20 budget had been approved at the last meeting,
there were still eleven items that the Council needed to take action on. These items had been
discussed in the Town Council Financial Oversight Committee Meetings, as well as in a public
hearing; therefore, President Hill is anticipating that they will be voted on quickly.
Appropriate Chapter 90 FY19 supplement apportionment of $116,158
Finance Director Sara Menard said this relates to the FY19 budget. In October of 2018 the Town
received a notice from the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (DOT) that the DOT was
giving the Town additional funds, and the Council has to appropriate these funds.
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion that the Town Council vote to appropriate $116,158.00 by
borrowing or otherwise for the construction, reconstruction and/or maintenance of public ways, to be
expended under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Works and said sum to be reimbursed by
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Councilor Anderson seconded and all were in favor.
Request for copier lease contracts to be up to 5 years in accordance with Massachusetts General Law
(MGL) Chapter 30B Section 12(b)
Ms. S. Menard said this MGL allows for the Certified Procurement Officer, which is she, to enter into
a procurement contract for up to three years. If the contract is for a longer period, the Council needs to
approve it.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve that the Town enter into copier lease contracts
up to five years in accordance with MGL Chapter 30B Section 12(b). Councilor Manley seconded and
all were in favor.
Finance Director’s request to fund $2M from Free Cash for the Other Post-Employment Benefits
(OPEB) Trust Fund
Ms. S. Menard said, as she has done every year in June, she comes to the Council asking to move a
portion of money from free cash to OPEB. It is the intent to grow a sum of money so that eventually
the Town will have the ability for OPEB to be completely funded outside the trust. OPEB provides
health benefits for retirees and their spouses for the rest of their lives. At this point, Ms. S. Menard is
asking that $2M be moved from free cash. She feels that this is financially a prudent investment and
will be beneficial to East Longmeadow, and she would like to have this done for July 1, 2019.
President Hill said when the Financial Oversight Committee made their recommendations to the
Council on May 21, 2019, there was a presumption based on the history of adding $1M to OPEB
every year. Based on this presumption, the instructions given to Town Manager Denise Menard
and Ms. S. Menard was the understanding that the transfer from free cash to OPEB would be $1.1M.
President Hill commented that the day before this meeting the Financial Oversight Committee met
with Ms. S. Menard and heard her analysis, and it is now the recommendation of the Financial
Oversight Committee to agree with the transfer of $2M as opposed to $1.1M.
Councilor O’Connor said that the $1.1M was already voted on for approval, so this is really a $900K
increase. Ms. S. Menard said that it is an increase from the Financial Oversight Committee’s
recommendation, and this would be the first time the motion was made for OPEB; the motion was not
made at the last meeting. Councilor O’Connor asked about the balance of free cash after the transfer,
and Ms. S. Menard said the balance after the $2M transfer would be $738,021.40. She added that
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there are several other free cash transfers on the agenda, and if they are all approved, the balance
would then be $630,308.54.
Ms. S. Menard continued and said in this current year the Town has used less than $200K in free cash,
and she feels the Town will not use the balance she stated, unless there was an extreme and unusual
situation.
Councilor Federici asked Ms. S. Menard what the annual payout is of OPEB, and she replied $550K660K per year.
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion that the Town Council vote to fund from Free Cash
$2,000,000.00 to be added to the Other Post-Employment Benefits Liability Trust (OPEB) (#8225).
Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to go back in order of the agenda. Councilor Manley
seconded and all were in favor.
PUBLIC HEARING
Approval of Transfer of Liquor License from YTC, Inc. dba Tao’s Asian Cuisine, to Hojiabo
Corporation dba Tao’s Asian Cuisine, 31 Harkness Avenue – 6:30 p.m.
President Hill reviewed the public hearing protocol and opened the public hearing at 6:37 p.m. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record.
Attorney Alan Marshall, representing the applicant, addressed the Council and said the Council is in
receipt of the transfer application and he has the proof of the publication of the legal notice. Attorney
Marshall said that this transfer is between members of the same family and Jiahu (Jonathan) He will be
the transferee. The restaurant will be operating in the same manner as the current Tao’s is, and Mr.
He will be keeping all the same staff. Attorney Marshall added that Mr. He is intending to keep
continuity with the establishment and is respectfully asking the Council to approve the transfer.
Councilor Anderson asked if Michael Chang and Angie Tao will continue to work there. Mr. He
replied that he still has a lot to learn, and they will still be working there awhile to ensure the transfer
runs as smoothly as possible.
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion to approve the transfer of Liquor License from YTC, Inc.
dba Tao’s Asian Cuisine, to Hojiabo Corporation dba Tao’s Asian Cuisine, 31 Harkness Avenue.
Councilor Anderson seconded and all were in favor.
(Continuation of Financial Matters)
Appropriate from Sewer Free Cash $149,500 for Springfield Water and Sewer true-up
Ms. S. Menard said the Springfield Water & Sewer charges the Town for services and any work done
to their infrastructure by passing on those expenses to those communities they service. This year the
charges were very high, which was unanticipated, and she was trying very hard not to increase the
budget due to these high charges.
Councilor O’Connor asked if there was any way East Longmeadow could get together with the other
communities to negotiate and possibly offset some of these costs, or does Springfield have a monopoly
over the control of the costs. DPW Superintendent Bruce Fenney replied, yes they do have a
monopoly. Sometimes there isn’t a true-up based on anticipated costs, and Mr. Fenney explained how
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the border accounts and related meter readings are used to offset some expenses. The true-up costs are
not put in the budget because that would affect the rates and fees.
Motion: Vice President Kane made a motion that the Town Council vote and appropriate from Sewer
Free Cash $149,500.00 for the Springfield Water and Sewer true-up. Councilor Manley seconded and
all were in favor.
Approve the Water, Sewer, Stormwater Services Asset Management Plan Development project for
$140,000
Mr. Fenney said this is a reimbursable grant, for which $140,000 was applied, and will be reimbursed
by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management (DEP). Ms. S. Menard commented
that this motion and the next motion go together. The DEP requires approval and appropriation for the
money for the grant.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion that the Town Council vote to approve the Water, Sewer,
Stormwater Services Asset Management Plan Development project for $140,000.00. Vice President
Kane seconded and all were in favor.
Appropriate $140,000 from the Sewer Free Cash for the Water, Sewer, Stormwater Services Asset
Management Plan Development project
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion that the Town Council vote and appropriate from Sewer
Free Cash $140,000.00 for the Water, Sewer, Stormwater Services Asset Management Plan
Development project. Councilor Anderson seconded and all were in favor.
Appropriate $45,000 from the MGM Casino Mitigation Funds to purchase and equip a
truck for the Police department
President Hill noted that this has been discussed in previous meetings.

pick-up

Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion that the Town Council vote and appropriate from MGM
Casino Mitigation Funds $45,000.00 to purchase and equip a pick-up truck for the Police Department.
Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
Appropriate $25,000 from Free Cash to fund a feasibility study of the expansion/renovation of the
police department building at 160 Somers Road
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion that the Town Council vote and appropriate from Free
Cash $25,000.00 to fund a feasibility study of the expansion/renovation of the police department
building at 160 Somers Road. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
Appropriate $26,000 from Free Cash to purchase and equip five voting machines with cases,
warranties, and training, net of trade-in credits
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion that the Town Council vote and appropriate from Free
Cash $26,000.00 to purchase and equip five voting machines with cases, warranties, and training, net
of trade-in credits. Councilor Anderson seconded and all were in favor.
Approve that the Town enter into leasing agreements of tower sites for wireless service antennas up
to 5 years
Ms. S. Menard said this is similar to the copier leases, except these are properties that other companies
want to rent to the Town. A lease of up to five years for communities is common for that industry, and
there is an option to extend the lease after five years. President Hill asked if there was a sense of how
5

June 11, 2019

Town Council

Meeting Minutes

much revenue is generated, and Mr. Fenney replied that is approximately $30K a year. Councilor
O’Connor asked if an escalation cost has been built in and Ms. S. Menard replied that there will be
escalation costs built into these leasing agreements.
Motion: Vice President Kane made a motion that the Town enter into leasing agreements of tower
sites for wireless service antennas up to 5 years, with the right to extend the agreement for additional
five-year terms, in accordance with MGL Chapter 30B Section 12(b). Councilor Federici seconded
and all were in favor.
Finance Director’s request to raise and appropriate $56,712.86 to be added to the Stabilization Fund
Account for the purpose of setting aside funds for future expenditures
Ms. S. Menard said this is a request to make the Stabilization Account whole for the FY20 budget,
which was originally $100K. At the last Council meeting there were last minute changes that reduced
that amount, and this vote would bring back that account to make it whole again.
Councilor O’Connor said this was discussed in a Financial Oversight Committee Meeting, and he is
not in favor of raising any more money through taxation, and the recommendation from the Oversight
Committee was to raise this amount from free cash. Ms. S. Menard said that was fine as long as the
Stabilization Account ultimately has the same amount of money.
Motion: Councilor O’Connor made a motion that the Town Council vote to fund from Free Cash
$56,712,86 to be added to the Stabilization Fund Account (#8216) for the purpose of setting aside
funds for future expenditures. Vice President Kane seconded and all were in favor.
OLD BUSINESS
Letter from Kate Delaney Chung regarding commercial vehicles
Kate Delaney Chung, of 117 Millbrook Drive, approached the Council and said she has been an East
Longmeadow resident for eleven years. She became interested in the commercial vehicles bylaw since
a petition was filed by resident John Grimaldi. Ms. Chung said she has been watching public hearings
and social media regarding commercial vehicles and feels it is unfair for certain vehicles that looked
like non-commercial vehicles.
Ms. Chung said at one of the public hearings a Planning Board member came up with the idea of a
special permit, which she is also proposing. Since that public hearing, the Planning Board member
that suggested a special permit resigned, so the support for that idea did not continue. She then
consulted with Planning Board Chair George Kingston earlier this year to ask why they did not
continue with the special permit. Mr. Kingston said the idea was to keep the residential area,
residential. Ms. Chung said her suggestion really wouldn’t affect the residential feeling and it was a
subjective idea. She then reviewed some of her suggestions as outlined in a handout that the Council
had been given.
Ms. Chung said her original idea was to put this forth in the form of a ballot question. She still thinks
this is the best way to do it, but now she is twelve months away from the annual election, and she is
open to suggestions. Mr. Florence said five hundred signatures would be needed for a ballot question
submittal.
Councilor Anderson complimented Ms. Chung on her presentation, and said his suggestion would be
for her to go back to the Planning Board and bring them her proposal. That would then end up with
the Town Council Planning Matters Committee for further review.
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Motion: Councilor Anderson made a motion that the commercial vehicle proposal by Kate Delaney
Chung be returned to the Planning Board for review and recommendation. The Planning Board would
then return their recommendation to the Town Council, and the Council will decide whether to refer
the Planning Board’s recommendation to the Town Council Planning Matters Committee. Councilor
Manley seconded the motion.
Ms. Chung asked what would happen if the Planning Board turns down her proposal, and President
Hill said the matter still goes back to the Town Council. The Council would still have the right to
refer the proposal to the Planning Matters Committee. Ms. Chung asked what would happen if the
Town Council rejected her proposal, and President Hill replied that Ms. Chung could go forward with
a citizen’s initiative petition. All were in favor of the motion, and the motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
Status of Open Space Plan – Recreation Director Donna Prather
Recreation Director Donna Prather addressed the Council and reported that there is a public hearing
tomorrow, June 12, to get input from the community, which is required for the Town’s eligibility for
recreation grants. The Open Space Plan is effective for five years and is developed in accordance to
the requirements set by the Department of Conservation Services, but is also a result of significant
public input and participation.
Ms. Prather said the Town Manager formed the Open Space Planning Committee in June 2018. The
Committee took the previous open space document from 2015 and reviewed it for accuracy and
current information. They also used existing input from the public visioning session held on June 9,
2016. Goals and objectives were developed based on the public input and the needs of the Town. The
final step will be to submit the draft plan to the Department of Conservation Services for final
approval, and that’s the point where they are now. Ms. Prather complimented the Open Space
Planning Committee on their hard work.
Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) Grant Program for FY20
Deputy Recreation Director Geordi Emmanuel addressed the Council and said this grant was released
in March to the state. In March 2019, he, Ms. Prather and Ms. S. Menard attended training for more
information on the grant, and he thought the Heritage Park Plan would be a perfect fit for the grant.
Mr. Emmanuel said the PARC grant is for financial assistance to municipalities for the acquisition of
recreation land, development of new parks, or the renovation of existing parks. Eligible projects
would be the purchase of parkland, development of a new park, or renovation of an existing park by
any municipality with an approved Open Space and Recreation Plan. This plan can be in the draft
stage, but must be past the public hearing stage.
Mr. Emmanuel said as a requirement of the state, the Town Council has to appropriate and grant
funding for the project. The total cost of the project is $700K, and if the state awarded $400K, they
could get $300K from Community Preservation Act funds, or other sponsorships. Specifically, for
Heritage Park, they would be looking for funding for a parking lot, at least one additional field, the
clearing of trees and a walking path. Mr. Emmanuel added that he had a drafted motion for the
Council that was approved by the state.
Councilor Anderson read the resolution as brought forth by Mr. Emmanuel and Councilor Manley
seconded.
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Councilor O’Connor asked how many phases are planned and Ms. Prather said originally there were
three. She added that it will depend on how much funding they get, and they can apply for this grant
every year. Councilor O’Connor then said that no money is coming from the Town or taxation, and
Ms. S. Menard said that is correct.
Ms. Prather said that the Council could vote now or later; right now they are asking permission to
apply for the grant. Ms. D. Menard noted that a section of the resolution states that the Town has
allocated $700K in a block grant, but the Town does not have that. After discussion, Councilor
Anderson withdrew his motion/resolution for an alternative motion for the Council to approve the
application of the grant.
Councilor O’Connor noted that the Heritage Park Plan was part of a recent presentation from the
Recreation Commission, and there have been no Community Preservation Act funds approved.
Councilor Manley said they are not approving the money now.
Motion: Councilor Anderson made a motion to authorize the Recreation Department to apply for
grants from the Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) Grant Program.
Councilor Manley seconded and all were in favor.
Review and Release of Executive Session Minutes
President Hill said per Open Meeting Law the Town Council is required, on a regular basis, to review
its executive session minutes to determine if the nature of the minutes meets the threshold of the
ability to be disclosed or not. Criteria where executive session minutes may not be disclosed would
be those relating to contract negotiations, personnel matters, or litigation. At the same time, if a matter
that has been resolved after executive session that had no bearing on confidentiality of attorney/client
privilege, can be disclosed. For clarification, President Hill said “disclosed” simply means a resident
can come in and ask to see if the minutes are disclosable. It does not mean they are not posted on the
Town’s website. It simply allows access to executive session minutes if such a request were to be
made.
President Hill said, with Clerk of the Council Tom Florence’s assistance, as President of the Council,
she has reviewed the executive session minutes for the purpose of expediency. Since 2016, out of
twenty-one Council executive sessions, she found only five had risen to the level of nondisclosure.
Motion: Councilor Anderson made a motion that the Town Council executive session minutes be
made disclosable, except for those dated August 9, 2016, November 10, 2016, December 13, 2016,
January 8, 2019, and May 14, 2019. Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
Approve Town Council Meeting Summer Schedule
President Hill said historically the Council has met once in July and once in August during the
summer. The most critical meeting is July since, per the Charter, this is the meeting when all
councilors need to be present in order to conduct an annual reorganization. After discussion amongst
the Council, it was agreed to meet on July 2 and August 6. The August 6 meeting will begin at 5:00
p.m. and be held at the high school since National Night Out is on the high school grounds that day.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion for the Town Council to meet this summer on July 2,
2019, at 6:00 p.m. at the Council on Aging, and August 6, 2019, at 5:00 p.m. at the high school. Vice
President Kane seconded and all were in favor.
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Summary: Action Items for Next Meeting
Councilor O’Connor said an item still outstanding is the request for organizational charts from all the
department heads, which should follow the same format as the one DPW presented and with names
included. President Hill said she and Ms. D. Menard had a discussion regarding the organizational
charts and Ms. D. Menard will ask department heads to provide those to her in the requested format.
Ms. D. Menard said she will be giving the new Council members the organizational charts given to her
during the budget season. She will ask Mr. Fenney to forward the template he used so she can pass it
on to the department heads so they may reformat their current organization charts and all departments
will have a consistent format.
Councilor Anderson said he would like to include in the next Council meeting the approval of
Planning Matters minutes by the three voting members that will be present at the Council meeting, and
also their recommendation to the Council for 0 Pease Road.
Motion: Councilor Manley made a motion to adjourn at 7:37 p.m. Vice President Kane seconded and
all were in favor.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeanne R. Quaglietti
Assistant Town Clerk
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