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MINUTES
Town Council Minutes
June 12, 2018 at 6:00 P.M.
Council on Aging Auditorium, 328 North Main Street
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 01028
Present: President Kevin Manley, Vice President Michael Kane, Donald Anderson, Paul Federici, Joseph
Ford, Kathleen Hill, Thomas O’Connor, Denise Menard, Town Manager, Thomas Florence, Clerk of the
Council.
President Manley opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a Moment of
Silence. Announcements were made in accordance with Mass General Law, and it was noted that ELCAT
was taping the meeting.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT
Town Manager Denise Menard gave her Town Manager Report as reflected in Attachment A.
ACT ON MINUTES AND MOTIONS OF OPEN SESSION MEETING OF MAY 22, 2018
Motion: Councilor Hill made a motion to approve the Open Session Meeting minutes of May 22, 2018.
Councilor Anderson seconded and all were in favor, with Councilor Federici abstaining.
SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
Councilor Anderson, Chair of the Social Media Communications Subcommittee, said he was working on
town wide communication with the Town’s Facebook page. He contacted IT Director Ryan Quimby, and
Mr. Quimby converted tonight’s meeting’s agenda to a png file. This method was visible on Facebook
within minutes and already received responses. Councilor Anderson tested this on his smart phone and it
was a big improvement compared to the traditional method of having to go through several clicks to get to
the agenda. At the department head meeting on June 20 he is going to ask the department heads to come to
a consensus on a way to get agendas, minutes and other important matters posted to the residents that is
more technologically friendly and uniform.
TOWN MANAGER PERFORMANCE EVALUATION SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
Councilor Hill, Chair of this Subcommittee, reported that their function is complete; the Town Manager’s
performance evaluation has been written, discussed and approved. They have to now simply approve the
minutes of their May 2, 2018 meeting.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the May 2, 2018 minutes of the Town Manager
Performance Evaluation Subcommittee Report. Councilor Ford seconded and all were in favor.
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GENERAL BYLAWS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
Councilor Federici reported that this Subcommittee met recently, and did have some questions regarding
the revolving funds and will ask these during the public hearing later in the evening. President Manley
added that a second reading of a proposed revolving fund bylaw must be read at tonight’s meeting, and if
necessary will continue the hearing until the June 26 Council meeting.
EAGLE SCOUT RECOGNITION FOR TIMOTHY CALLAHAN
President Manley read a citation to Timothy Callahan for achieving his Eagle Scout status and presented it
to him on behalf of the Council. The entire Council congratulated Mr. Callahan for his dedication and
service, as a member of Troop 179.
ANNUAL TOWN ELECTION RESULTS
Town Clerk/Clerk of the Council Tom Florence reported on the results of the annual town election. He
highlighted that Sara Truoiolo won the seat for School Committee and the three ballot questions passed,
which were all enhancements to the Charter. There was a 10% voter turnout, with 1,169 voting out of
11,675 registered voters. He thanked the Council for their support with the ballot questions. The next
elections are the state primary on September 4, and the state election on November 6.
LICENSING MATTERS
One day liquor license for Masonic Temple, June 30, 2018, 5:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the one day liquor license for Masonic Temple,
June 30, 2018, 5:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. for a retirement party. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were
in favor.
Entertainment license for St. Paul’s Church 4th Fest, July 4, 2018, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to approve the entertainment license for St. Paul’s Church 4th
Fest, July 4, 2018, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
NEW BUSINESS
Town Council summer meeting schedule
The Council discussed when they would meet during the summer given possible conflicts with vacation
schedules. They agreed that, like last year, they would meet once in July and once in August; therefore,
the summer meeting schedule for the Council meetings is July 10 and August 14. If there is an issue that
needs to be addressed outside of those dates, the Council will hold a special meeting.
Board of Health Update
Director of Public Health Aimee Petrosky appeared before the Council with Board of Health members
Kevin Hinchey and Sara Perez-McAdoo. They discussed the Board of Health’s latest accomplishments,
primarily the 2018 Mosquito and Tick Program and the District Local Technical Assistance Grant, as
shown in Attachment B.
Councilor Anderson congratulated Ms. Petrosky for being elected to the Pioneer Valley Mosquito Control
District Commission. He added that he will contact the IT Director to put a link on the Town’s Facebook
page to share the video and other information regarding the mosquito and tick prevention information.
Ms. Petrosky replied that the video already is appearing on ELCAT and two Town Facebook pages, but
she will also post it on the Town’s website.
Ms. Petrosky then reviewed the information regarding the District Local Technical Assistance Grant that
East Longmeadow jointly applied for with Longmeadow. Ms. Perez-McAdoo commented that this grant
includes health needs assessments which allow East Longmeadow to be proactive with changes in the
community as they are happening. She said they should have more information to share in August.
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Councilor Ford asked if there was any more data available on the trash tonnage being high and the need to
increase recycling, which was brought up at a recent Council meeting. Ms. Petrosky said she doesn’t have
any data, but she has the exact numbers that she can give him tomorrow. She added that for this summer
the Health Department has a local seventh grade intern, and he is very interested in the Town’s recycling
and trash. He will be working with the Recycling Coordinator Liz Bone, and they will be on the street
making sure people are recycling and that “I’m Sorry” stickers are being left by Republic Services. Ms.
Bone will go door to door educating residents on the importance of recycling.
Councilor Federici asked, when Ms. Bone and the intern are going door to door to talk about recycling,
how will they know what is in the residents’ bags. Ms. Petrosky replied that they will be opening the bags
up and Councilor Federici felt there would be complaints about this. Ms. Perez-McAdoo said there will be
communication to the Town to let them know of this and to prepare them. Councilor O’Connor said he
has met the intern; he thinks he is great and very interested in the recycling program, but how will he be
protected not only from being near the road way, but the trash, itself. Ms. Petrosky replied that he will be
with Ms. Bone, and his parents have agreed it will be a safe thing for him to do. Ms. Perez-McAdoo added
they will have specific strategies in place. They are still putting this plan together, and they will address
the Council’s concerns as they do this.
Councilor Anderson suggested reaching out to a new local reporter, Elise Linscott, to possibly do a story,
and have something in The Reminder. Also, report the education piece on Facebook and other venues. He
feels the Town will definitely hear from people if the Health Department’s intern and Ms. Bone are going
through people’s trash bags.
Ms. Petrosky asked the Council if the Health Department’s quarterly updates she is emailing them are
working as far as informing them of their work, and if they had any questions. President Manley asked her
if she could discuss the over (age) 21 tobacco regulations. Ms. Petrosky said that in March the Board of
Health voted to raise the age to 21 for the purchase of tobacco products. The only real question from the
businesses is could they continue to sell lottery tickets, and the Board of Health voted that yes they could.
The first round of compliance checks will be the first week of July and everyone has been contacted.
Councilor Kane asked who enforces the policy, and Ms. Petrosky replied that the Board of Health will.
Motion: Councilor O’Connor made a motion to take the public hearings out of order to the present.
Councilor Kane seconded and all were in favor.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Public Hearing for a liquor license transfer from YTC, Inc., dba TAO’s Asian Cuisine to MLY, Inc.,
dba TAO’s Asian Cuisine
President Manley opened the public hearing at 6:42 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. Attorney Larry Levine, representing MLY, Inc. appeared
before the Council with Michael Chen, one of the principals of the corporation, and also the proposed
manager. Attorney Levine said that Mr. Chen has been in the restaurant business for a long time, being
the former owner and manager of the Iron Chef in Longmeadow, and his partner is Chui Yu (“Carol”).
Attorney Levine has met with Mr. Chen and Ms. Yu on numerous occasions. They have an executive lease
with the current landlord, and have gone through the special permit process with the Planning Board. They
will meet with the Health Department Director for the pre-closing inspections after the license approval
from the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission (ABCC). After no comments from the public,
President Manley closed the public hearing at 6:45 p.m.
Motion: Councilor O’Connor made a motion to approve the liquor license transfer from YTC, Inc., dba
TAO’s Asian Cuisine to MLY, Inc., dba TAO’s Asian Cuisine. Councilor Anderson seconded and all
were in favor.
3

June 12, 2018

Town Council

Meeting Minutes

Continuation of Public Hearing to address changes and updates to the Town’s General Bylaws
President Manley explained that this public hearing continuation was to allow for a second reading of the
proposed bylaw changes, per the Charter. He opened the public hearing at 6:47 p.m., introduced the
Council members and Mr. Florence read the legal notice into the record.
President Manley read the revolving fund bylaw and accompanying table into the record as shown in
Attachment C. After no public comments, he closed the public hearing at 6:53 p.m.
Councilor Federici commented that the Bylaw Subcommittee met last week, and a question they had was
would it be clearer in Section 5.G. if instead of “fiscal year” it read “July 1 to June 30”. Finance Director
Sara Menard replied that she didn’t think it really matters; the Town’s fiscal year is already defined as July
1 to June 30. He then asked why ELACT wasn’t there and she replied that ELCAT is an enterprise fund; it
used to be a revolving fund. He also questioned that none of the revolving funds had any restrictions or
conditions, and Ms. S. Menard said that is correct, other than it has to be for designated expenses as
mentioned in the bylaw. Councilor Federici next commented that the Council on Aging is the only
revolving fund that can carry over unspent balances. Ms. S. Menard explained that those are rental funds
from renting the hall area and have to be turned over to the general fund unless specifically outlined in the
bylaw.
Councilor O’Connor asked why Column E. (Restrictions or Conditions on Expenses Payable from Fund)
was blank for all three funds. Ms. S. Menard replied that most municipalities do not have restrictions for
their funds. Each municipality uses a different template provided by the state, and she chose this one since
it is a shorter template.
Councilor O’Connor suggested the Bylaw Subcommittee discuss this further at their next meeting and
continue the public hearing.
Councilor Hill commented that this bylaw change is a result of the Massachusetts Municipal
Modernization Act passed in 2016, which was almost two years ago. She asked if there are any other
portions of that Act that we need to catch up on. Ms. S. Menard responded that after that bill passed, Town
Attorney Jim Donahue provided the Town with a letter with items that needed action, and this was the only
one that hadn’t been done yet.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to continue the public hearing to address changes and updates
to the Town’s General Bylaws to June 26, 2018 at 6:40 p.m. Councilor Ford seconded and all were in
favor.
Public Hearing to address a proposed local acceptance changing the current waiting period for
veterans meeting the requirements for an exemption from 5 years to 1 year, in accordance with Mass
General Law Chapter 59, Section 5
President Manley opened the public hearing at 7:00 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. President Manley read the proposed acceptance as shown in
Attachment C.
Motion: Councilor O’Connor made a motion to continue the public hearing for a second reading to
address a proposed local acceptance changing the current waiting period for veterans meeting the
requirements for an exemption from 5 years to 1 year, in accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 59,
Section 5, to June 26, 2018, at 6:45 p.m. Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
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Public Hearing to address a proposed local acceptance that would defer real estate taxes while a
member of the military is on active service outside the commonwealth and for the next 180 days after
that service, in accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 59, Section 5L
President Manley opened the public hearing at 7:03 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. President Manley read the proposed acceptance as shown in
Attachment D.
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to continue the public hearing for a second reading to address a
proposed local acceptance that would defer real estate taxes while a member of the military is on active
service outside the commonwealth and for the next 180 days after that service, in accordance with Mass
General Law Chapter 59, Section 5L, to June 26, 2018 at 6:50 p.m. Councilor Federici seconded and all
were in favor.
Public Hearing to address a proposed local acceptance that would defer excise taxes while a member
of the military is on active service outside the commonwealth and for the next 180 days after that
service, in accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 60A, Section 9
President Manley opened the public hearing at 7:10 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. President Manley read the proposed acceptance as shown in
Attachment E.
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to continue the public hearing for a second reading to address a
proposed local acceptance that would defer excise taxes while a member of the military is on active service
outside the commonwealth and for the next 180 days after that service, in accordance with Mass General
Law Chapter 60A, Section 9. Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
Motion: Councilor Anderson made a motion to go back in order of the agenda to Financial Matters, to
return to the Public Hearings as soon as practical. Councilor Ford seconded and all were in favor.
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Request to fund the purchase and equipment of two police cruisers in the amount of $90,841 from
Free Cash
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve a request to fund the purchase and equipment of
two police cruisers in the amount of $90,841 from Free Cash. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were
in favor.
Request to fund the high school interior and exterior security door modifications in the amount of
$30,918 from Free Cash
Motion: Councilor O’Connor made a motion to approve a request to fund the high school interior and
exterior security door modifications in the amount of $30,918 from Free Cash. Councilor Federici
seconded and all were in favor.
Request to fund the clock/intercom/bell systems at the high school, Birchland Park Middle School,
Mountain View Elementary School and the Council on Aging in the amount of $86,397 from Free
Cash
Motion: Councilor Kane made a motion to approve a request to fund the clock/intercom/bell systems at
the high school, Birchland Park Middle School, Mountain View Elementary School and the Council on
Aging in the amount of $86,397 from Free Cash. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
Request to fund the Assessor’s Vision Software upgrade in the amount of $12,500 from Free Cash
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve a request to fund the Assessor’s Vision Software
upgrade in the amount of $12,500 from Free Cash. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
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Request to fund $1,000,000 from Free Cash for the OPEB trust
Councilor Ford asked where the Town stands overall with OPEB, and what the action plan is. Ms. S.
Menard replied that there is approximately $4.6M in the OPEB trust, and with the additional $1M it will
bring the total to the goal of $5M. Once the $5M is hit, she can now meet with an actuary, and given the
current projections and expected earnings, determine at what point they can start funding new employees
out of the OPEB trust fund, and at this rate how long will it take. The long range plan is to take it off of
the tax rate and fund all employees solely out of that fund instead of out of tax dollars.
Councilor Federici asked what the liability is, and Ms. S. Menard responded that it is around $37M and
goes up $3-4M each year. Councilor Hill commented that amount is not atypical for Massachusetts
municipalities, caused by another unfunded mandate, and is next to impossible to keep up with.
After more discussion of the OPEB trust, Councilor Ford said if the Town has $5M in a fund with a
liability of $37M, where does that put us in comparison with other municipalities. Ms. S. Menard replied
there are two other towns that are fully funded, and Councilor Ford asked if she had any sense of how they
accomplished that. Ms. S. Menard said one of them, Wellesley, started saving before it was mandated and
had more advanced planning. She added that compared to local areas, East Longmeadow is matching or
higher than their neighbors as to what the Town has saved, and some cities are in worse shape.
Councilor Anderson said that $4M is a considerable amount, and should some long term debts be paid off.
Ms. S. Menard replied that some of the debt cannot be paid off early. She is planning to keep the Town’s
debt low by planning strategically on what is being bonded. Councilor Anderson said, on the planning side
and updating the master plan, is it smarter to put $750K into OPEB and put the rest on the back burner.
Ms. D. Menard responded that some of the master plan work is being done (and funded) by the Pioneer
Valley Planning Commission. Regarding paying off bonding, it is always a good philosophy with rating
agencies that a certain level of debt is maintained.
Ms. D. Menard said that once an actuary gets involved, they will give the Town a projected amount, and
this is the amount you should pay each year to reach a goal. The actuary will give guidance with input
from the Town.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve a request to fund $1,000,000 from Free Cash for
the OPEB trust. Councilor Ford seconded and all were in favor.
Approve the beginning balance of the Council on Aging Revolving Fund of $61,932.25 as of June 30,
2017
Councilor O’Connor asked what the purpose of this request was, since the Council already voted on the
limit of spending. Ms. S. Menard said when she went through the revolving funds, the Council on Aging
had other items like grants and donations that didn’t belong there. This request allows for the beginning
balance to be used for purposes specified for the Council on Aging revolving account. It does not extend
the limit of the spending, but there are some expenses they would like to pay this year, for example, the
senior citizens’ dinners, that would dip into that beginning balance. It does not increase the spending
amount. She spoke to the Department of Revenue and they suggested the Council approve the amount and
stay in line with that amount.
Councilor O’Connor commented that this was never done before, and Ms. S. Menard said while addressing
the items to be done for the Massachusetts Municipal Modernization Act, it was discovered that some
things shouldn’t be in that account. She then asked the Department of Revenue how to best address this.
Councilor O’Connor did not want to set a precedent and confirmed this request is only for the Council on
Aging account. Ms. S. Menard said the revolving fund for FY16 established for the Council on Aging
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was for three specific things, not general kinds of programs. They are specified and clarified for FY18,
and already included in FY19. The other funds did not have questionable beginning balances.
Councilor Hill confirmed that this request is just to keep up to speed with the modernization bill, and once
this is done, they should be okay. Ms. S. Menard agreed that was correct.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the beginning balance of the Council on Aging
Revolving Fund of $61,932.25 as of June 30, 2017. Councilor Kane seconded and all were in favor.
Request to fund prior year bill of $47.62 from Free Cash
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to approve a request to fund prior year bill of $47.62 from Free
Cash. Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
Motion: Councilor Hill made a motion to adjourn at 7:33 p.m. Councilor Federici seconded and all were
in favor.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne R. Guertin
Assistant Town Clerk
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