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MINUTES
Town Council Minutes
June 26, 2018 at 6:00 P.M.
Council on Aging Auditorium, 328 North Main Street
East Longmeadow, Massachusetts 01028
Present: President Kevin Manley, Vice President Michael Kane, Donald Anderson, Paul Federici, Joseph
Ford, Kathleen Hill, Thomas O’Connor, Town Manager Denise Menard, and Clerk of the Council Thomas
Florence.
President Manley opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a Moment of
Silence. Announcements were made in accordance with Mass General Law, and it was noted that ELCAT
was taping the meeting.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilor Federici commented on the 2018-2019 Council meeting schedule that was recently sent to
Council members. There is a September 11 meeting scheduled and on that day every year the Fire
Department holds a ceremony in memory of 9/11. The Council agreed that the time of their meeting would
be moved to 5:00 p.m. or 5:30 p.m. to accommodate their presence at the 9/11 ceremony.
Councilor Ford commented that the Council will be reorganizing at the July 10 meeting and all Councilors
need to be present at that meeting. Councilor Hill expressed interest in being elected President of the
Council, and Councilor Kane would like to resume his responsibilities as Vice President for another year.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT
Town Manager Denise Menard gave her Town Manager Report as reflected in Attachment A.
In addition to her report Ms. Menard invited Fire Chief Paul Morrissette to comment on the new
ambulance service. Chief Morrissette reported that last week the Town received the license to operate the
new ambulance. They are setting up operating procedures and will begin the service at 6:00 a.m. on
Sunday, July 1. He invited the Council to come to the station and take a look at the ambulance, as well as
the ladder truck, both of which will be in the 4th of July parade. Chief Morrissette thanked the Council for
their support in acquiring the ambulance service.
Ms. Menard introduced Attorney Kevin Maynard to the Council, and said he was representing the Town
for now and is also here for the Executive Session Meeting.
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ACT ON MINUTES AND MOTIONS OF OPEN SESSION MEETING OF JUNE 12, 2018
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to approve the Open Session Meeting minutes of June 12, 2018.
Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
Councilor Anderson, Chair of the Social Media Communications Subcommittee, reported that he had
attended the Department Head Meeting last week. At that meeting, IT Director Ryan Quimby
demonstrated a method for posting the Town Council meeting agenda on the Town Facebook page by
converting the agenda to a jpeg file first. It was a much more efficient way for residents to see the agenda
on social media and had 640 views, which Councilor Anderson thought was impressive. He is suspending
reports on the Subcommittee until October while he creates a plan of how to get the Town information on
the Facebook page and also determine which group will maintain this. Ms. Menard asked if Councilor
Anderson could produce minutes of their meetings to give to the Council as an official record of where the
Subcommittee is in their task.
LICENSING MATTERS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
Councilor Hill, Chair of the Licensing Matters Subcommittee, reported that they met June 12 to review the
fees for all non-alcohol related licenses. Similar to the alcohol licenses, these fees had not been reviewed
in twenty years; therefore, their task was to review them after gathering information from eleven adjacent
communities for a frame of reference. The Subcommittee has identified new fees that will be effective
January 1, 2019. The five categories of those licenses and the new fees are: common victualler, $50;
automatic amusement, $75; entertainment, $75; Sunday entertainment, $75; and car sales, $125.
Councilor Hill added that as a matter of practice, the Subcommittee recommends to the Council a biannual
review of all license fees, with the next scheduled review to begin no earlier than January 1, 2020.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the June 12, 2018 Open Session Meeting Minutes
of the Licensing Subcommittee. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were favor.
GENERAL BYLAWS SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
Councilor Federici reported that this Subcommittee met on June 18 and made four minor amendments to
Chapter 11, Department Revolving Funds. The changes were more or less in the verbiage to make the
bylaw clearer and they don’t change the bylaw. The Public Hearing continued later in this meeting will
include discussion on these new changes.
LICENSING MATTERS
One day liquor licenses for Bentley’s Bistro for the 4th of July celebration Beer Tent
Councilor Federici abstained from voting on this application. President Manley commented that the
license applications for June 29 – July 3 had requested hours of 5:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m., and the carnival
hours are 6:00-11:00 p.m.; therefore he entertained a motion to approve the applications to serve beer and
wine from 6:00-11:00 p.m. for each day.
Motion: Councilor O’Connor made a motion to approve the five one day liquor licenses for Bentley’s
Bistro for the 4th of July Beer Tent on June 29, June 30, July 1, July 2 and July 3, 2018 for 6:00-11:00 p.m.
Councilor Kane seconded and all were in favor, with one abstaining.

One day liquor license for Masonic Temple for July 21, 2018, 5:00-10:00 p.m. for birthday party
President Manley commented that the Masonic Temple had some minor safety compliance issues and they
are working with the Building Inspector to complete these.
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Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the one day liquor license for Masonic Temple for
July 21, 2018, for 5:00-10:00 p.m. for a birthday party, contingent on completing the safety items to
comply with the Building Department. Councilor Ford seconded and all were in favor.

One day liquor license for Masonic Temple for July 28, 2018, 6:00-11:00 p.m. for christening
reception with DJ
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the one day liquor license for Masonic Temple for
July 28, 2018, for 6:00-11:00 p.m. for a christening reception, contingent on completing the safety items to
comply with the Building Department. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
FINANCIAL MATTERS
Radio/Dispatch Console Upgrade/Swap
Police Chief Jeff Dalessio and Fire Chief Paul Morrissette appeared before the Council with IT Director
Ryan Quimby and Finance Director Sara Menard to address the dispatch console upgrade. They discussed
the proposal as outlined in Attachment B. The Town Council has to approve the withdrawal of $30K from
Free Cash to fund the console upgrade
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to approve the request from Free Cash of $30K to fund the Public
Safety Dispatch Console Upgrade as outlined in Attachment B. Councilor Federici seconded and all were
in favor.
Selling of School Buses
Finance Director Sara Menard appeared before the Council and reported that the purchase and sale of the
school buses will occur on Friday, June 29. Twenty-one buses are being sold to the Lower Pioneer Valley
Educational Collaborative (LPVEC) on that day. There were three appraisals and the Town negotiated for
the middle price of $340K. The bond that the Town has with the busses is not callable until 2021, and the
proceeds cannot be used to pay off that debt; however, the proceeds can be used for another project. Ms. S.
Menard will be coming before the Council in the future for approval for the spending of those proceeds.
Ms. S. Menard discussed bonding, and how you are not allowed to prepay debt up to the callable date,
which is very typical in municipal bonds. If you were able to prepay before the callable date, you would be
paying much more.
Councilor Ford suggested that rather than Ms. S. Menard coming back to the Council with a
recommendation on how to spend the bus proceeds, that she work in conjunction with the Town Council
Budget Subcommittee. This would be a more collaborative way to decide as a group how to spend the
money. Ms. S. Menard felt the money should be kept with the school, rather than not authorizing a new
project, but will work with the Council to decide this. It was agreed that Ms. S. Menard will make a
recommendation to the Town Council Budget Subcommittee consisting of President Manley, and
Councilors O’Connor and Kane, with Councilor Hill as an alternate. The Subcommittee will then make a
recommendation to the full Council
PUBLIC HEARINGS
Public Hearing for a wines and malt beverages on-premises liquor license for A Wondering
Spirit, LLC, dba A Wondering Spirit
President Manley opened the public hearing at 6:42 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Clerk
of the Council Tom Florence read the legal notice into the record.

Wesley Crouch, applicant of the license, appeared before the Council with his partner, Sheila Ayaz.
Mr. Crouch said his business will be a spiritually guided retail store with forty-two different product
categories, and services matching the products. He is planning a small lounge where people can relax
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and have access to Wi-Fi, and enjoy wine or beer. The products he plans to sell are crystals, incense,
soaps, music, movies, yoga materials, etc. He is also planning reiki classes and energy work, as well
as inviting in paranormal and mentalist guests.
Ms. D. Menard suggested that it is similar to someone going to a spa and having a glass of wine. Mr.
Crouch commented the sale of beer and wine wouldn’t be the main business, but would be a very big
augmentation to the business and expects it would generate 25% of his revenue. Mr. Crouch is
TIPS® trained as will anyone else that is serving beer or wine.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve a wine and malt beverages on-premises liquor
license for A Wondering Spirit, LLC, dba A Wondering Spirit. Councilor Ford seconded and all were
in favor.
Continuation of Public Hearing to address changes/updates to the Town’s General Bylaws
President Manley continued the public hearing at 6:51 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. Councilor Federici explained the changes being
recommended by the General Bylaws Subcommittee as outlined in Attachment C. The changes are
meant to make the Revolving Fund bylaw clearer for the general public, and he thanked Councilor
O’Connor, Mr. Florence and Patrick Henry for their assistance and input.
The changes were discussed with Finance Director Sara Menard, and she wanted to clarify who would
provide the additional report that is mentioned in the fourth recommendation. Councilor Federici said
the department heads would provide it to Ms. S. Menard, as Town Accountant, and then she would
provide that report to the Town Council.
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to approve the new Revolving Fund General Bylaw as read
into the minutes at the May 22, 2018 and June 12, 2018 Council meetings with the four amendments
as shown in Attachment C and set forth by the General Bylaws Subcommittee. Councilor O’Connor
seconded and all were in favor.
Public Hearing to address a proposed local acceptance changing the current waiting period for
veterans meeting the requirements for an exemption from 5 years to 1 year, in accordance with
Mass General Law Chapter 59, Section 5
President Manley continued the public hearing at 6:59 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. President Manley read for the second time the proposed
bylaw into the record as shown in Attachment D.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the local acceptance changing the current
waiting period for veterans meeting the requirements for an exemption from 5 years to 1 year, in
accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 59, Section 5, as read into the minutes at the June 12,
2018 and June 26, 2018 Council meetings. Councilor O’Connor seconded and all were in favor.
Public Hearing to address a proposed local acceptance that would defer real estate taxes while a
member of the military is on active service outside the commonwealth and for the next 180 days
after that service, in accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 59, Section 5L
President Manley continued the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. President Manley read for the second time the proposed
bylaw into the record as shown in Attachment E.
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Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion to approve the local acceptance that would defer real estate
taxes while a member of the military is on active service outside the commonwealth and for the next
180 days after that service, in accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 59, Section 5L as read into
the minutes at the June 12, 2018 and June 26, 2018 Council meetings. Council O’Connor seconded
and all were in favor.
Public Hearing to address a proposed local acceptance that would defer excise taxes while a
member of the military is on active service outside the commonwealth and for the next 180 days
after that service, in accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 60A, Section 9
President Manley continued the public hearing at 7:08 p.m. and introduced the Council members. Mr.
Florence read the legal notice into the record. President Manley read the proposed bylaw into the
record for the second time as shown in Attachment F.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to approve the local acceptance that would defer excise
taxes while a member of the military is on active service outside the commonwealth and for the next
180 days after that service, in accordance with Mass General Law Chapter 60A, Section 9 as read into
the minutes at the June 12, 2018 and June 26, 2018 Council meetings. Councilor O’Connor seconded
and all were in favor.
Motion: Councilor Federici made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss negotiations for a
combined dispatch contract, and to return to Open Session for the purpose of adjournment. Councilor
O’Connor seconded and a roll call vote was taken: Councilor O’Connor – aye; Councilor Federici –
aye; Councilor Ford – aye; President Manley – aye; Councilor Anderson – aye; Councilor Hill – aye;
Councilor Kane – aye.
Motion: Councilor Ford made a motion for the following to participate in the Executive Session
meeting: Police Chief Jeff Dalessio, Fire Chief Paul Morrissette, Finance Director Sara Menard, and
IT Director Ryan Quimby. Councilor Federici seconded and all were in favor.
Motion: Councilor Kane made a motion to adjourn at 8:07 p.m. Councilor Federici seconded and all were
in favor.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne R. Guertin
Assistant Town Clerk
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