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Town Manager's Report
			        June 23, 2020

 


Good Evening:

Meetings on budget creation, including capital planning, dominated the work environment these past two weeks.  There is still no certain information available to guide the Town through this budget preparation as the amount of local aid from the Commonwealth is as yet undetermined.  As I reported previously, I submitted an application for CARES Act funds to reimburse our Covid 19 related expenses through June 30 and that reimbursement was received last week.  Additionally, Chief Morrissette and I conferenced with the Town’s FEMA representative regarding the process for submission of the remaining, unreimbursed expenses to date. That process is now underway and will be ongoing for several months.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am very pleased to announce the appointment of Stephen Lonergan to the position of Municipal Finance Director and Town Accountant, effective July 6, 2020.  Steve has an MBA from Bentley College, has served as the Treasurer in the City of Springfield for the last ten years and was the Senior Financial Accountant in Springfield for five years prior to his appointment as Treasurer.  He is also the most recent President of the Massachusetts Collectors and Treasurers Association.  He has an extensive finance background which includes significant management experience.  His presence will provide immediate tangible assistance to our Assistant Town Accountant, Olga Bones, who has performed admirably under very trying circumstances in the last 7 weeks.  I believe Steve will enhance our team concept and be a great resource to other Departments and to me.  He was in the office last week and has met with several of his future colleagues.

The Town is doing whatever it can to assist local businesses in their re-opening plans.  Many Town Departments are very involved in working to expedite the business opportunities presented by Phase II of the Governor’s reopening plan.  There are several restaurants which have submitted site plans and applications which have been swiftly reviewed and approved.  Other entities have been granted 30 day extensions on site plan reviews by the Planning Department to expedite their return to operations.  The Health Dept. continues to work with the State DPH for updates on guidance and new regulations.

Public hearings requested by National Grid regarding new pole placements were conducted last Friday, again by zoom technology.  Many thanks are due to Ryan Quimby for his energy and expertise in assisting the Town’s operations with this technology.

Town summer camps opened yesterday.  Enrollment in these camps reached capacity on the first day of registration.  I was able to participate in welcoming the summer staff last Monday at their training session and look forward to the enjoyment which these activities will bring to the participants and to the camp staff.  Donna Prather and Geordie Emmanuel and the others in the Recreation Department have worked tirelessly while understaffed, to accommodate the needs of families and their children for summer activity while carefully complying with the myriad guidelines for youth activities.  I wish them great success in this effort.

The transition of EL’s emergency communications to Westcomm is on schedule for June 28, 2020.  This transfer date will allow the system to be in place for three full 24 hour periods while our local dispatch operation continues through midnight on June 30, 2020. The Director of Westcomm advised me that supervisors from her operation would be in EL over the next few days to observe local operation protocols and ensure a smooth transition between locations.  She also advised that there are employment opportunities at Westcomm for dispatchers and I have made that information available to our current staff.

The Town has submitted an application for a PVPC grant to assist with the creation of a Master Plan.  This application was completed by Bethany Yeo with assistance from George Kingston and a review by the grants administrator from PVPC.  We are hopeful that it will be favorably reviewed.  This was a major accomplishment for our new Interim Director working under a very short deadline.  There are several other grant programs which I have shared with DPW, namely a Massworks initiative for municipal infrastructure projects and a sidewalk enhancement program for municipalities to assist with outdoor dining.  Unfortunately, we do not have staff available to take full advantage of all of these opportunities.

Final interviews were held this morning with candidates for a generalist position in our Human Resources Department, with current emphasis on benefits administration.  A decision will be made soon in that regard.

The renewal of the Cable television license renewal process has also begun this past week by a letter, inviting discussion.

Last, but not least, the Board of Directors of the Friends of the East Longmeadow Public Library has generously agreed to fund the re-carpeting of the children’s library area, the teen activities area and the main circulation office area.  This re-carpeting project has been on the DPW capital projects list for several years and unfortunately was not funded due to the priority of other projects.  Now it can be accomplished while the library is closed to the public and at a much reduced cost due to savings associated with installation of carpet squares as opposed to broadloom carpet which required moving the stacks.  I want to thank Diane Tiago and Laura Palmer especially and all other members of the Board for meeting with me, Mr. Fenney and Mr. Dunn to discuss and evaluate our request.  Work is scheduled to begin on July 9, 2020 and will be accommodated by the Library Director and staff.

Respectfully submitted,



Mary E. McNally
Town Manager
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